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Together 

 
FEBRUARY 2010 

A Word from the Rector 

 

My dear friends, 

Profound thanks to all who participated in last 

month�s Celebration of New Ministry on Sunday, 

January 3. What a wonderful service that was! 

Memories to cherish, to be sure. 

Children, young people, musicians, readers, 

presenters, Eucharistic ministers, clergy�and, 

indeed, all those who worked so caringly in 

preparation, in keeping us clear in the midst of snow, 

and in offering such a lovely reception following: 

Thank you! And to all those who braved the winter 

to be here�as well as those unable to be physically 

present, but who participated in mind and spirit: 

Thanks, too! 

I much appreciate my new alb, given by our 

Wednesday morning folks�and also the beautiful 

communion kit, given by the Parish as a whole. I 

will use both with pleasure. Heartfelt appreciation, 

also, for the music specially commissioned for the 

event, �Three Alleluias,� for flute and organ, 

composed by James Woodman. What a treasure. We 

can look forward to hearing it again�which I�m 

told is planned for last Epiphany on February 14. 

   (continued, next page) 
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For all these and to all the People of the Church of the Holy Spirit, again: Thank you. Lori and I are  

grateful beyond words to be here among you. 

So now, we engage our shared ministry in this place! 

As our getting acquainted process continues, we�ll learn more about one another:  approaches, history, 

gifts, aspirations.  And�of course�we�ll encounter the c hallenges that inevitably are a part of real,    

limited, but nevertheless Grace-filled human life.  All this is part of growing into deeper fellowship. In 

addition to fuller acquaintance, we�ll be beginning substantial engagement with our vision and goals;   

taking a look at �where we go� from here. What is the �t here� to which we seek to journey�and how do 

we get there from here? 

On-going Christian Education in support of spiritual growth is a prayerfully discerned, mindfully named 

priority at the Church of the Holy Spirit. It�s a key part of who we are and who we seek to become. I was 

very pleased with the participation in my �Advent-Plus � series on Henri Nouwen�s Life of the Beloved�

and honored to share with you in learning from Nouwen�s life and spiritual insight. 

I�ll highlight here, briefly, the next opportunities I�l l be offering in this area. Our next series is a bit more 

ambitious:  a ten-week Lent/Eastertide series on Eugene Peterson�s Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places. 

The series is scheduled to begin the end of this month, on Wednesday, February 24, at 3:00 p.m., in the 

Parish Hall. Additional details elsewhere in this issue of Together.  

However, prior to the Peterson series, I�ll be leading a rather different sort of offering:  a two-week      

Saturday morning set on the Jesus Prayer. Frankly, this set will be a much more special interest             

opportunity�a very practical, specific introduction to one  particular form of Christian centering prayer.  

The Jesus Prayer is �different,� to be sure. Simple,  portable�and challenging. Rather meditative in     

character. It originated in the Eastern Church but has become in recent decades remarkably ecumenical. 

We�ll be meeting on two consecutive Saturday mornings, February 6 and 13, beginning at 9:30 a.m., in 

the Parish Hall. Again, more details elsewhere in this Together. 

Throughout the whole of our fellowship, visioning, and planning�our living and learning�we are also 

called in Christ to immediate, incarnate connection with �right now.� Yes, of course; we need to plan well 

for the future to which we believe God is leading us. But the present, after all, is the only point at which 

we now meet eternity. Meeting Christ; getting to know Christ more deeply, here and now, in all our      

variety�in all our actual circumstances: As a Parish,  as parishioners and persons; this is the only way we 

get to the future that God, in Mercy and Grace, is giving us. 

Thanks and Blessings,  

          Adam Linton + 
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Rector Schedule and Availability 

From Monday through Thursday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., I may be reached either at or through the Church 

Office:  508-255-0433. In terms of folks who wish to come in and talk:  My schedule is varied enough, in 

terms of activities and locations, that I find that it�s  best to call ahead and set up an appointment.  This is not 

difficult to do! I place a high premium on being available�and, usually, there is not much lead time at all for 

appointments. My preference is to be able to give people my full, unhurried attention�and make sure that I 

can see people when they come in. 

The following is my direct e-mail address:  holyspiritorleansrector@verizon.net 

Friday is my customary �Day Off��which, both for my o wn sake and as a good example, I am committed 

to keep. However, I am always available for emergencies such as hospitalizations, deaths in the family and 

other similar situations for which immediate pastoral response is called. For these, I much want parishioners 

to feel that they may call me directly at my home phone number:  508-255-2182. 

I also value and look forward to visiting people in their homes. This does not need to be a dinner invitation 

(although that�s certainly nice!). Coming by for coffee or tea works, too. I certainly don�t present this as any 

sort of requirement, but for those for whom it works, it can be an enjoyable way of growing in pastoral con-

nection and Christian fellowship. So if interested, call; and we�ll set it up. 

 

Your prayers and support are 

greatly needed by the Sisters of St. Margaret in Haiti! 

Our Parish has a number of ties to the Sisters of the Society of Saint Margaret, and Father Adam 
thought you would be interested in learning how you can help their efforts in Haiti. 

The sisters are alive, but they have lost their convent. They are completely committed to continuing 
their mission of working with the elderly, poor, indigent and young of Haiti, and they are asking 
for your prayers, donations and service. 

Donations may be sent to: The Society of St. Margaret, 17 Highland Park Street, Boston, MA 
02199. For updates and more information about the sisters� work,  go to www.ssmbos.org., and 
click on the word Haiti. You may also donate online at this site. 



��

�

Serving 

Stewardship 

Story 

�A narrative or story in its broadest sense is anythin g told or recounted. Stories fill our lives in the 
way that water fills the lives of fish. Stories are so all-pervasive that we practically cease to be aware 
of them.�   (Excerpt from stevedenning.com) 

�Story� is also just another word for our lives. We ar e the authors of our life stories, and we can con-
trol the content of each chapter. We all want to live a better life, a good life.  To some that includes 
elements of wealth and health and maybe fame and pleasure. As Christians, it includes elements of 
faith and forgiveness. As Christian Stewards, our life story should include chapters about how we 
give of our time, talent and treasures to support our parish and broader community. 

Jesus� parables are short, simple stories from which a moral or religious lesson may be drawn. In 
each, we can find lessons on the benefits of being generous. In this Winter Season, take time to 
study the Parables of Jesus to discover their lessons and then share, with grace, from your treasures 
with those in need. 

�God has a treasure, it’s hidden away  
But seek and you shall find some day  

That treasure He offers which is life through the Son  
A life which will last after your life here is done� 

 

 

We did not reach our 2010 Stewardship Goal. 

If you have not yet and can make a pledge to 

The Church of the Holy Spirit for 2010,  

please contact the Parish Office. 

 

Every pledge is critical to our ability to remain a vital parish. 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Services  

February 17 

7:00 a.m., 12:00 noon, and 7:00 p.m. 
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Proclamation 

Vestry Highlights � January 2010 

Treasurer’s Report: Bill Gardiner reviewed the December 31, 2009 Year-End Financial Report, noting that we ended 
the year with a $19,031 deficit. This was caused by 5.2% shortfall in pledges received and expenses were over budget 
by $14,722, mainly because of transition and personnel expenses as well as weather related expenses. The Vestry 
voted to approve the Finance Committee recommendation to apply 5.5% of Investment Funds to the 2010 budget. The 
Vestry unanimously approved the 2010 balanced budget in the amount of $539,136, as recommended by the Finance 
Committee. 

Proclamation: 

Education for Christian Living:   A trip to New York  is being planned for the Youth. Programs are being planned 
under the Angelica Center. 

Worship and Praise:  Father Adam is well underway preparing for Ash Wednesday, and the Lent and Easter Seasons. 

Welcoming: Two families are in various stages of being welcomed by this committee. 

Parish Life:  There will soon be a Ministry/ies of the Month Bulletin Board where the Habitat Project was displayed. 
This committee is designing the Board and developing a calendar; the first Ministry on display is scheduled to be Hos-
pitality in February, with a tour of the kitchen on Sunday, February 28. 

Serving: 

Outreach:  Bob Sinclair, a new parishioner, is a new member of this committee. Haiti:  $2,000 has been donated to 
AmeriCares for Haitian relief. In September $5000 of funds raised for our Habitat project were donated to Habitat to 
build a house in Haiti. (This money was probably not spent before the earthquake). 

Peace and Justice:  A film series with discussion and brown bag lunch following begins January 28. Plans are in the 
works for an environmental program on Rogation Sunday in May. 

Lay Pastoral Care:  The Men’s Lunch Group, Caregivers’ Support Group, and newly formed Women’s Lunch Group 
are all well attended and meeting significant needs. 

Stewardship:  We have received $384,000 in pledges and expect to meet the budgeted figure of $390,676. We have 
30 new pledging units and 50% of pledges have increased. 

Administration:  The administrative staff  have done an excellent job putting together the Annual Report for the    
Annual Meeting on January 31, 2010. 

Property:  Sand will be made available for sextons to spread to help avert any falls on black ice. 

Rector’s Report:  Father Adam expressed his deep appreciation for the Celebration of New Ministry and the Parish 
Gift of the Holy Eucharist Kit. He was pleased to announce that the Reverend Canon Charles Morris will continue as a 
part-time Assisting Priest. 

Old Business/New Business 

Windows in the Nave:  The repair of the Nave windows was revisited, with the Vestry rescinding a previous vote to 
approve replacing the three windows with new glass as well as new sashes. The Vestry then approved a proposal to use 
the old glass panes and install them in new warrantied sashes. 

Reporting Injury of Loss Policy:  A new Policy and Forms were approved by the Vestry 

Memorial Garden:  The Property and Grounds committee together with Father Adam will be developing the proto-
cols for using this area for interment of ashes as well as recommending the best location for a plaque.   

Parish Space Use Policy:  The Policy for Parish Use by outside organizations needs to be reviewed and revised. A 
subcommittee including the Wardens, Sara Fry, and Page McMahan has been formed to develop recommendations for 
review and approval. 

Photo Directory:  Will be on the agenda for the February meeting. 

Next Vestry Meeting:   The  next Vestry Meeting will be Thursday, February 18, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fireplace 
Room.  Please note that the Vestry meetings are open to Parish members. Your attendance is welcome!   

Minutes of Vestry Meetings are available in the Parish Office.       �Page McMahan, Clerk 
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Introducing the Jesus Prayer 
A two consecutive Saturday morning set,  

February 6 and 13, 9:30 to 11:45 a.m., 

Introducing the practice of the Jesus Prayer (meeting in the Parish Hall) 

 

The Jesus Prayer is a simple, highly portable (yet often challenging) form of Christian centering prayer. It is 
meditative in character, quick to start�yet provides a lif etime�s opportunities of substantial growth. This way 
of learning how to �pray without ceasing� (1 Thessalonians 5: 17) originated in the Eastern Church but in    
recent decades has become remarkably ecumenical. Our two sessions will provide specific instruction on this 
particular prayer tradition, with quiet opportunities for reflection, opportunity to practice what is learned, and 
suggestions for continued development. 

 

 
The following classic title is suggested  

as a helpful introductory reading resource: 

The Way of a Pilgrim 

R. M. French, translator; forward by Huston Smith 

HarperOne 

ISBE-13:  978-0060630171 

 

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places 
A �Lent/Eastertide� Ten-Week Study Series, Wednesday aft ernoons, 3:00 to 4:30 p.m., 

beginning February 24, meeting in the Parish Hall 

(but not meeting the Wednesday of Holy Week, March 31) 

Eugene Peterson is one of the more important, effective writer-pastors in recent years.  Christ Plays in Ten 
Thousand Places reunites spirituality and theology in a cultural context where these two vital facets of     
Christian faith have been rent asunder. 

Writing in the inviting, conversational style that he is well known for, Peterson clears out misunderstandings 
that clutter conversations on spiritual theology and refurnishes the subject only with what is essential. As    
Peterson shows, spiritual theology, in order to be at once biblical and meaningful, must remain sensitive to 
ordinary life. Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places provides much food for thought and is an especially          
helpful resource in our time for reclaiming the biblical narratives, core doctrines, and classic Christian practice 
in renewed imagination and energy. 

In our sessions we will combine full group presentations with small group opportunities for reflection and 
open-ended discussion. 

It is recommended (but not required!) that the indicated sections of the book be read prior to their respective 
sessions. 
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Session One; Wednesday, February 24: 
DVD, �A Conversation with Eugene Peterson� 

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, pages 1-47 
�Introduction� 

�Clearing the Playing Field� 
 

Session Two; Wednesday, March 3: 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, pages 49-62 

�I. Christ Plays in Creation� 
Exploring the Neighborhood of Creation 

Kerygma: Jesus� Birth 
Threat: Gnosticism 

 

Session Three; Wednesday, March 10: 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, pages 62-108 

�I. Christ Plays in Creation� 
Grounding Text (1): Genesis 1-2 

Grounding Text (2): St. John 
 

Session Four; Wednesday, March 17: 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, pages 108-129 

�I. Christ Plays in Creation� 
Cultivating Fear of the Lord in Creation: Sabbath and Wonder 

 

Session Five; Wednesday, March 24: 
Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places, pages 131-147 

�II. Christ Plays in History� 
Exploring the Neighborhood of History 

Kerygma: Jesus� Death 
Threat: Moralism 

 

[NOT meeting the Wednesday of Holy Week, March 31] 

 

Eugene Peterson 

Christ Plays in Ten Thousand Places:                               
A Conversation in Spiritual Theology 

Eerdmans Publishing 

ISBE-13:  978-0802862976 

 

Friday evening Stations of the Cross  

followed by Soup Supper will begin  

on the First Friday of Lent, February 19, at 5:30 p.m. 
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Serving 
 

A Tap on the Shoulder 

What makes people happier, to earn, to create �wealth� a nd then use it, or to share it with others? A 
recent survey shows that the greater happiness is enjoyed by those who share, i.e., give away some of 
the fruits of their labors. In a way, we already knew that as general matter, remembering French writer 
de Toqueville�s early-on observations about the generosity of the American people. And certainly, that 
includes sharing that carries on into the future, or, as philanthropist Andrew Carnegie was quoted as 
saying about the endowments, �the best is do good for good.�  

As we go about our daily lives, we benefit from the blessings such as the beauty of the earth, our fami-
lies, our friends, not to mention our caring Church family. Those include the laughter of a grandmother 
with her grandchildren (face to face, ear to ear, with something called Skype), the stars on a sunny 
night, cooking on that old charcoal grill, watching your people grow and develop, companionship, the 
beauties of music and the arts, and others who seem to be perpetually here to enjoy. 

And then there comes, without warning, a tap on the shoulder. From whom? Meaning what? Some-
thing about mortality? Well, perhaps these things just mentioned are, after all, not perpetual. Is tomor-
row going to be just like today? It can lead you to some serious thought. Questions come up about leav-
ing ones affairs manageable; does she know where the insurance policies are? Who receives my IRA 
benefits? Does she know how to run the copy machine? And, of course, that easy-to-put off decision 
you have been considering about charitable giving.  

It goes without saying that one way to do good, for good, is a gift to the Church, either in endowments 
now, or in your will or trust agreement, to take effect later on. Once you have arranged that, along of 
course, with your other affairs, you can just go back to enjoying daily life. But, in the meantime, why 
don�t you call Anne Wardrop or one of the other Planned Giving Committee members of the Church to 
see how you can do good, for good. 

           � Fred Plumb 

Planned Giving Committee members:  

Bob Brimmer, David Clarendon, Wes Dreher, Bill Gardiner, Sue Sasso, Phil Suraci, Bill Ward, Bob 

Winter, the Reverend Adam Linton 

������������������	
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Serving 

Environmental Stewardship 

Environmental Stewardship 

Sections of this message are from an article written by Deanna Matzen of Earth Ministry. Earth 
Ministry is a  non-profit engaging people of faith in environmental stewardship. They work in part-
nership with individuals and congregations to respond to this great moral challenge through educa-
tion, modeling sustainable lifestyle choices, and organizing for social change through environmental 
advocacy. You can visit them at www.earthministry.org. 

An Epiphany Reflection 

"In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He 
was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not 
one thing came into being. What was come into being in him was life, and the life was the 
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness does not overcome it." 

These verses describe a great epiphany - Jesus is God and all life flows through Jesus and 
the darkness can not overtake it. I have to believe that this truth means that our efforts to 
steward and care for God’s creation - advocating for good environmental legislation; clean-
ing up our waterways; reducing our energy consumption at home and church; reducing, reus-
ing, and recycling - will prevail because we are working for the preservation and restoration 
of life as expressed in our natural surroundings. 

Another way to read the first five verses of John’s gospel is: God is life. That life came into 
being through Christ. Christ is in and through all life and Christ can not be overcome. There-
fore since God created the world, Christ is in and through creation. Our efforts to preserve 
the life of Christ in creation will not be overcome. 

We continue to ask you to do your part at home and at Holy Spirit: 

- Reduce the use of and recycle plastic bags. Use canvas tote bags when shopping. 

- Recycle newspaper, plastics with recycle codes 1-7, metal cans, glass containers, and cardboard. 

- Read the booklet �Orleans Blue Pages� for tips to help o ur environment and save our precious 
Cape Cod waters. 

Together, with the help of all people, we can preserve our God-given environment. 

           �Jack Sasso  

 

A reminder�  

There is a growing mound of plastic containers, serving trays and 
dishes, baking pans and other kitchen implements on the counter 
next to the Parish House kitchen stove.  

Please check before March 1, so that one of your family heirlooms 
is not there when the contents will be swept away to the Hope 
Chest or local transfer stations.�

      �Dilys Smith  
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Serving 

Gift Cards 
$77,700.00 in Supermarket Gift Cards to benefit the Homeless Prevention Council have been purchased at 
the Church of the Holy Spirit. Thank you! 

This past year the Homeless Prevention Council (formerly Interfaith Council for the Homeless) prevented 
more than 2,400 people on the Lower Cape from becoming homeless. If you are one of the many parish-
ioners who bought supermarket cards at church in 2009, you helped make this possible. Of the $77,700.00, 
five percent($3,885.00) was donated by the markets to the Homeless Prevention Council to help support its 
work. We would like to thank all of you who bought cards, particularly those who buy regularly and use 
them for all their shopping. You helped make this our best year ever. 

Our goal for 2010 is to double the number of regular buyers. If you are not using these cards, please con-
sider trying them.  You pay nothing extra. Use them at Stop & Shop, Shaw�s or Friends just like a credit 
card when you shop. The markets donate 5% to the Homeless Prevention Council. It�s easy, costs nothing 
and makes a big difference in the lives of our needy neighbors. If you are a regular buyer, please speak to a 
friend and urge her/him to give it a try. If each of you is successful we�ll meet our goal of doubling the 
number of users. 

Look for Caroline Shearer or Grace Bell selling cards during Coffee Hour or for Freddie Fitzgerald after 
the 7:15 a.m. service. 

 

Serve New England  
Serve New England is a food cooperative which serves as a way for those of us with small 
families to have almost a month�s worth of pre-ordered groceries delivered here to the 
church. There are several choices of packages, including one which contains four frozen 
meat/fish meals for four, along with fresh veggies and fruits, pancake mix, linguine and 
spaghetti sauce � a great start on one month�s meals fo r $25.00! Also available are meat-
only packages including beef, chicken, pork, and steaks in various styles, frozen in portion 
sizes. Most useful for those of us living alone might be the frozen dinner selection of eight 
meals for $24.00. The food is all fresh-frozen and beautifully presented � ready to eat! 

 If you would like to try this kind of service, we urge you to take advantage of these pre-
packaged meals (contents change from month to month,). Please call me for more details. 
Members of the Pastoral Care Team will pick up packages you have previously ordered 
from the central office and have them here for you between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

- Dilys Smith (508)255.9647) 
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Serving 

Kitchen Etiquette 

You have probably looked with horror into your own freezer periodically, wondering what was in all 
those foil packages and plastic bags, taking stock and throwing away the mystery meats and other uni-
dentifiable goodies. Many groups use the freezer in our kitchen; therefore it can be frightening to look 
inside if space is needed for a group activity. Food stored for long periods is dangerous and often what is 
seen there is just plain ugly! 

The Pastoral Care team has asked me to go through the freezer on the first Monday of every month 
(beginning in March) to remove any items not sufficiently wrapped nor labeled with group name and 
date. This means that anything over three months old and not labeled will be discarded; this can be a tre-
mendous waste of useful food at a time when so many are hungry. But it also means that what you left 
for a purpose will be there when you need it! 

Please also be advised that dry food and supplies such as that on shelves in the back kitchen are being 
stored by groups for group use. They and the shelves too should be clearly labeled by the group to 
avoid �unauthorized use.� 

Please call me with your suggestions � the requests for a gen eral tidying of the area have come from 
those committees counting on the presence of their stored items. 

�Dilys Smith (508) 255-9647 ) �

Pastoral Care 

One of the ministries that Pastoral Care takes 
care of is Driving. Driving to doctor’s appoint-
ments, to the hospital for cancer treatments, 
and driving to Church functions.  

We are pleased to announce that we have a 
new coordinator of this important ministry. 
Joining Patti LaBranche will be Peter Blank. 
Thus, if you are in need of a ride you may call 
either Pattie or Peter. We are grateful to Peter 
for joining us, and we are grateful to Pattie for 
her continued service as well. 

If you would like to help with this ministry, we 
always need more drivers. Most of the time we 
have plenty of people able to drive, but occa-
sionally we need more. If you would be willing 
to have your name put on our list, we and the 
church as a whole would be very thankful.  

Call either  

Patti at (508) 255-3532 or  

Peter at (508) 760-1516.  

You will be doing God’s work. 

    �Jane Nixon 

Parish Ministries Bulletin Board 

Watch the bulletin board in the Parish Hall, 
formerly the Habitat board, for news about 
various parish ministries and their services and 
upcoming programs. Each month, individual 
ministries will be highlighted with a represen-
tative present to describe the service and an-
swer questions. Schedule your ministry to be 
highlighted by contacting Sandy Marshall, co-
ordinator of the Parish Life Committee, or 
Celia Calhoun, Senior Warden. Sharyn Laugh-
ton will be the graphic artist for the board, and 
the Parish Life Committee will update the 
postings regularly. 

The Opening Event:  

A Tour of the Parish Kitchen 

On Sunday, February 28 

During the coffee hour, we will tour the Parish 
Kitchen with Marj Colwell and learn the ins 
and outs of using the kitchen. 

         �Sandy Marshall 
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Parish Shawl Ministry 
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� � � � Bobbi Nickerson�

 

 

Women’s Luncheon Get-Together 

Change of Date! 

Our next luncheon will be February 4 

 at noontime, in the Parish Hall 

 

The monthly luncheon for women of the parish will now be on the first Thursday of each month.  

 

The next one is on February 4 at noon in Parish Hall. The volunteer luncheon planners for that day are Jinni 
Fraser, Joan Gironda, Jan Lovis, Betsey Mason and Barbara Wahlquist.  

 

Come join us and bring a sandwich to share; dessert and beverages are provided. If you need a ride please 
call Transportation Coordinators Patti LaBranche, (508) 255-3532 or Jane Nixon (508) 896-7662.  

 

If you have any questions, call Sandy Marshall at 255- 9971.  

�

“Buy one get one free” can be a real incentive to 
your bringing canned and packaged goods when-
ever you come to the church and an easy way to 
help fill the HEED CHESTS in the Reception 
Room and Parish Hall.  

The chests are emptied once a week and the con-
tents taken to the LCOC Food Pantry. Please share 
your bounty with those in our own neighborhood 
in need during these cold months. Particularly 
sought and much appreciated are peanut butter, 
spaghetti sauce, pasta, canned meat, tuna fish and 
dishwashing products. Please consider dropping 
off a bag or two each week.  

 

    —Dilys Smith 


